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SOCIAL STUDIES
Students acquire social and cultural
understanding of the world around them. The
series that is used is Pearson, My World Social
Studies, Regions of Our Country.
Emphasis is on:
● the United States: land and people
● the Southeast
● the Northeast
● the Middle West
● the Southwest
● the West

SCIENCE
Students use concrete, hands-on experiences to
understand science in the physical and natural
world around them. They learn through
observing, predicting, questioning and
explaining. The textbook series used for science
instruction is HMH Science Dimensions. This
series incorporates science and engineering
concepts.[STEM]
Emphasis is on:

● Engineering and Technology
● Energy
● Waves
● Plant Structure and Function
● Animal Structure and Function
● Changes to Earth’s Surface
● Rocks and Fossils
● Natural Resources and Hazards

MATHEMATICS
The University of Chicago Everyday
Mathematics-Common Core Edition builds on
understanding mathematics with a focus on
problem solving in everyday situations and
mathematical contexts.
Emphasis is on:
● place value
● multi-digit multiplication
● understanding and classifying geometric

figures by their properties
● angles and their properties
● fractions and fraction equivalence
● multiplication of fractions by whole

numbers
● fraction operations and applications
● decimals
● measurement
● division (single digit)
● mathematical practice standards

RELIGION
Catholic values are discussed and integrated
not only in Religion class, but in all learning.
Students will learn about the Catholic faith
through stories, activities, scripture, prayer,
discussion and reflection. The text used for
instruction is Finding God.
Emphasis is on:

● God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit
● planning and assisting in liturgy and

prayer
● service to others
● liturgical seasons
● morality
● church responsibility and participation
● Sacraments
● preparation for and celebration of  the

Sacrament of Reconciliation face to face
● Family Life Program

Service Theme: Hunger
On Service Day our students travel to Feed My
Starving Children to pack meals. Additionally,
they write Christmas cards and fill goody bags
as Christmas treats for clients of the SFX Food
Pantry.



LANGUAGE ARTS/READING
The Language Arts program includes the skills
of reading, writing, speaking, and listening. It
also includes the study of literature. The
components of the program develop those
skills that allow students to read with fluency,
comprehend and interpret written materials,
communicate well, and listen and speak
effectively. The skills are applied and
reinforced in all content areas. The textbook
series used for reading instruction is Journeys
Common Core: Catholic School Edition.

READING/LITERATURE
Children experience authentic literature in the
form of poetry, folktales, nonfiction, fiction,
fantasies and plays.
Emphasis is on:

● cause and effect
● plot
● figurative language
● sequence of events
● analysis of details
● context clues and vocabulary
● characteristics of fiction
● author’s purpose
● use of graphic organizers
● self-correction while reading
● use of pronunciation keys and

diacritical marks in a dictionary or
glossary

The students also will read three grade level
appropriate novels to apply the skills learned
throughout the year.

WRITING
Students will work through a seven-step writing
process to develop and publish several pieces.
writing pieces: personal narrative, research
report, creative writing, opinion, informative
writing, persuasive letter, poetry. The
systematic and evolutionary development of
each piece sets in motion the goal of producing
reflective, creative, critical, and articulate
communicators.

ART
Students will have the opportunity to express
themselves in various art forms.
Emphasis is on:

● elements and principles of art for
expressing ideas

● communication through art using a
variety of media and tools

● appreciation of various art works
● creation of works of visual art using

problem solving, observing, designing,
sketching and constructing

MUSIC
Students will have the opportunity to
participate in music activities and to develop an
appreciation for music.
Emphasis is on:

● singing in groups and performance
opportunities (Carol and Light)

● involvement in music ministry
● exploring basic concepts/elements of

music
● Composer study: Beethoven
● Focus on musical FORM

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Students will learn and explore factors that
affect a healthy lifestyle.
Emphasis is on:

● personal fitness
● development of muscle strength,

cardio-respiratory endurance and
flexibility

● rules, safety and strategies of sports
and activities

● sportsmanship and participation
● individual responsibility and

cooperative skills

SPANISH
Students will explore basic concepts of Spanish
by listening, reading, writing, and speaking.
Emphasis is on:
● responding to and asking simple

questions with prompts
● using common forms of courtesy,

greetings, and leave-takings
● responding to contextualized

information from stories or songs
● examining customs of Spanish-speaking

cultures
● identifying and describing body parts

and clothing
● comparing and contrasting traditions

related to holidays and celebrations

TECHNOLOGY
Each student in grades 4-8 has the privilege of
having a school-owned Chromebook assigned
to them for their daily use. Technology skills are
taught through content areas and use of the
devices complements student learning
standards and objectives. Additionally, students
follow a curriculum which develops digital
citizenship skills. As a G-Suite for Education
school, our students become proficient in the
use of Google Drive: Docs, Sheets and Slides as
well as Google Classroom.


